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citadel built during the Nasrid dynasty by
Ibn al-Ahmer, 15 an apposite description of
Cassell’s artworks, with its “varied repertoire
of Moorish arched, columnir, and domical
forms... captivated by the special combination of
the slender columnar arcades, fountains, and
light-reflecting water basins found in those
courtyards — the Lion Court in particular; this
combination is understood from inscriptions
to be a physical realisation of descriptions of
paradise in Islamic poetry.”?

Halima Cassell’s pieces, through the
skilful play of light and intricacy of carving are
dynamic, depicting intense movement, yet they
also remain static and serene at the same time.

[slamic art 1s an art of repose, intellectual
rather than emotional, where rtensions are
resolved. It is a conceptual art where questions
and answers are finely balanced. Absence of
tension is achieved mainly though subtlety
of surface decoration, in which patterns are
limited to well-defined areas, but are, at the
same time, infinite in the sense that they
have unlimited possibilities of extension. The
principles are of repetition and the continuous
permutation of motifs and designs. Like water
itself, which plays such a unique role in Islamic
architecture, the decoration continually reflects
and multplies patterns to provide a ‘cool’ refuge
for the eye and mind, creating an art which is
dynamic and yet unchanging.*

Carved Earth is an exhilarating exhibition
that traverses new territories in the field of

contemporary Ceramics.













Above: Teumami, 2004 12" diameter

Ripke: Row 1, L-R: Problemaric Sgeares, 2004, 19"x19". Concertira, 2004, 19"x159", Moss Ripple, 2000, 19"x18"

Rew 2, L-R: Intevlocking V%, 2003, 12" flameter. Metamorphosis, 2004, 19"x19". Centripetal, 2004, 127" digneter
Koae 3, L-R: Overlapping Petals, 2003, 12" digmeter, Calireum, 2002, 187 Marmor, 2004, 12" dia

Rew 4, [-8: Rreve rhrrating Scgmenis, 2002, 247 digmeier. Monrumion Rau_r’rrdpf_ derail, 2004, 19"x45", l:_'!f:r'--l.'_'mrrnf Flowers, 2002, 24" digmeier
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